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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS J 




A method/ for joining a meet-me conference call, 
said method comprising: 

presenting anVoption to specify a quorum associated 
with a meeit-me conference call, in response to 
user input \to an application program co- 
resident winh a terminal. 



2. The method of \ciaim 1, wherein the user input 
further includes: ^ 

an indication that t:*he user is requesting to join a 
meet-me conference call. 

3. The method of Cl^im 1, wherein the user input 
further includes: 

an indication that the\user is requesting to specify 
a quorum at a time selected from the group 
comprising a time at which a meet-me call is 
being scheduled, arM a time prior to a time at 
which a meet-me conference call is to 
transpire . 

4. The method of Claim \, wherein the user input 
further includes: 

a telephone number of a cdbf erencing service and a 
password for a conference call 



5. The method of Claim l\ wherein the user input 
further includes: 

identification of a virtuallpresence of the user. 
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1 6. The method of Cllaim 5, wherein said 

2 identification of the virtual presence of the user 

3 further includes: 

4 identification of at VLeast one connection address 

5 selected from the group comprising a land-line 

6 telephone number J a wireless telephone number, 

7 and a network addlress. 

\ 

\ 

1 7. The method of Claim 5, wherein said 

2 identification of the virtual presence of the user 

3 further includes : 

4 identification of at least one non-media- transport- 

5 channel- supporting connection address selected 

6 from the group comprising a network address, a 

7 wireless web address, and an instant messaging 

8 username . 

1 8. The method of Claim\l, wherein said presenting 

2 an option to specify a quorum lassociated with a meet-me 

3 conference call further comprises: 

4 presenting an option to specify a quorum associated 

5 with the meet-me conflerence call via at least 

6 one device selected ftom the group comprising 

7 an audio device and al visual device. 

1 9. The method of Claim iJ wherein said presenting 

2 an option to specify a quorum associated with a meet-me 

3 conference call further includes 

4 presenting an option to joiJn the conference call 

5 after at least one designated user either joins 

6 or is waiting to join |the meet-me conference 

7 call. 
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f. 



10. The method of Claim 1, wherein said presenting 
an option to specify a quorum associated with a meet-me 
conference call further includes: 

presenting a number of users associated with the 

meet-me conference call, or an identity of at 

least one user associated with the meet-me 

conference call/ 

1 

11. The method of Claim 10, wherein said presenting 
an option to specify a quorum associated with a meet-me 
conference call further comprises: 

presenting at least one option selected from the 

group comprising [joining the meet-me conference 
call substantially immediately or joining the 
conference call a'cter at least one designated 



user either joins 



or is waiting to join the 



meet-me conference call. 

12. The method of Clai.m 10, wherein said presenting 
an option to specify a quorum associated with a meet-me 
conference call further comprises: 

presenting an option comprising specifying that a 

complete quorum mast be present before a MC-CMA 
(Multipoint Contrjoller-Call Management 
Application progifam) establishes a meet-me 
conference call 

13. The method of Cliaim 1, further comprising; 



sending a message cor 
Multipont Contro 
Application (MC-- 



taining user input to a 
ller Conference Manager 
CMA) , in response to user input 



specifying the (^orum by indicating that the 
user desires to wait for at least one user to 
either join or Ipe waiting to join the meet-me 
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conference call prio 
conference call. 



r to the user joining the 



14. The method of Claim 13, wherein the user input 



specifying the quorum by indicating that the user desires 
to wait for at least one user -o either join or be 
waiting to join the meet-me coiiference call prior to the 
user joining the conference ca!,l further includes: 

user input specifying thad a complete quorum must be 
present before the MG-CMA (Multipoint 
Controller-Call Managlement Application program) 
establishes a meet-mel conference call. 
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15. The method of Claim 13, wherein the user input 
specifying the quorum by indicatling that the user desires 



to wait for at least one user to| either join or be 
waiting to join the meet-me conference call prior to the 
user joining the conference call further includes: 

user input specifying that the MC-CMA notifies a 
Terminal-CCMA (Conference Call Manager 
Application Program co- 



terminal) upon detectioli of at least 



resident with a 

one 



designated user joining 



join a meet-me conferenqe call 



or being available to 



J 
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16. The method of Claim /'13,. wherein said sending a 
message containing the user input to a Conference Manager 
Application (CMA) further corrprises : 

sending a message over a Call Optimization 
Application (COA) cihannel . 

17. The method of Claiiji 16, wherein said sending a 
message over a Call Optimizajbion (COA) channel further 
includes : 

establishing an Internejt Protocol channel. 



18 



originating a media tra 
user's terminal in 



The method of Claim 1, further comprising: 



nsport channel from the 
response to a message 



indicating that thje quorum has been 
established. 
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19. The method of Claim 1, further comprising: 
presenting notification Ithat the quorum associated 
with the meet-me conference call has been 



established via at 
from the group comp 



in response to a me 
quorum has been established 



Least one device selected 

: rising an audio device and a 



visual device proxinate to the user's terminal, 

£:sage indicating that the 



20 



The method of Claim 



L9, further comprising: 



originating a media transport channel from the 



user's terminal in ra 



21. The method of Claim ^ 



presenting notification that the quorum associated 
with the meet-me conference call has been 
established via at lepst messaging service 
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, further comprising: 
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selected from the croup comprising a paging 



messaging service , 
service . 



and an instant messaging 
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^^^^^..^-Sf^ A system for joining, a meet-me conference 
call, said system comprising:/ 

means for presenting an option to specify a quorum 
associated with a raeet-me conference call, in 
response to user input to an application 
program co-residenjc with a terminal 

23. The system of Cla^m 22, wherein the user input 
further includes: 

an indication that thei user is requesting to join a 
meet-me conferenqe call 



24. The system of Claim 22, wherein the user input 
further includes: 

an indication that the user is requesting to specify 
a quorum at a time selected from the group 
comprising a time at which a meet-me call is 
being scheduled, and a time prior to a time at 
which a meet-me conference call is to 
transpire . 

25. The system of Claim 22, wherein the user input 
further includes: 

a telephone number of 
password for a 



a conferencing service and a 
erence call. 



conf 



26. The system of Cl^im 22, wherein the user input 
further includes: 

identification of a virtual presence of the user. 



27. The system of ClJaim 26, wherein said 
identification of the virjfual presence of the user 
further includes: 

identification of alt least one connection address 

selected from/ the group comprising a land-line 
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telephone nioinber, a wireless telephone nuinber, 
and a network address 
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28. The system of Claim 26, wherein said 
identification of the virtual p/resence of the user 
further includes: 

identification of at least one non-media- transport- 
channel-supporting connection address selected 
from the group compr/ising a network address, a 
wireless web addresi, and an instant messaging 
username . 



29 



The system of Claim 22, wherein said means for 



presenting an option to speed 



fy a quorum associated with 



a meet-me conference call further comprises: 

means for presenting an option to specify a qiaorum 

associated with the meet-me conference call via 
at least one device selected from the group 
comprising an audi© device and a visual device. 



30. The system of Claim 22, wherein said means for 
presenting an option to specify a quorum associated with 
a meet-me conference call further includes: 



means for presenting an 



conference call after at least one designated 



user either joins 
meet-me conference 



option to join the 



or is waiting to join the 
call. 



31. The system of Claim 22, wherein said means for 



presenting an option to spec 



ify a quorum associated with 



a meet-me conference call further includes: 

means for presenting a pumber of users associated 
with the meet-me conference call, or an 
identity of at lecist one user associated with 
the meet-me conference call. 
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1 32. The system of Claim 31, wlierein said means for 

2 presenting an option to specify a quorum associated with 

3 a meet-me conference call further ^omprises : 

4 means for presenting at least one option selected 

5 from the group comprisd/ng joining the meet-me 

6 conference call substaptially immediately or 

7 joining the conferenc^ call after at least one 

8 designated user eithe^ joins or is waiting to 

9 join the meet-me conference call 



1 33. The system of Claim /31, wherein said means for 

2 presenting an option to specify a quorum associated with 

3 a meet-me conference call furjther comprises: 

4 means for presenting an /option comprising specifying 

5 that a complete quorum must be present before a 

6 MC-CMA (Multipointj Controller-Call Management 

7 Application program) establishes a meet-me 

8 conference call. 
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34. The system of Claim 22, further comprising: 
means for sending a meLsage containing user input to 
a Multipont Controller Conference Manager 
Application (MC-CMA) , in response to user input 
specifying the quorum by indicating that the 
user desires to wait for at least one user to 
either join or be waiting to join the meet-me 
conference call prior to the user joining the 
conference call 



35. The system of C 
specifying the quorum by 
to wait for at least one 



640189 v4 

Client Reference: Cisco: 72327; Weil: 



;.aim 34, wherein the user input 
Indicating that the user desires 
aser to either join or be 



38 



2365 



iComey Docket No . : 
M-8509 US 



4 waiting to join the meet-me confi^rence call prior to the 

5 user joining the conference calfl. further includes: 

6 user input specifying that a complete quor\ain must be 

7 present before the MC-CMA (Multipoint 

8 Controller-Call Management Application program) 

9 establishes a meet/-me conference call. 
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1 36. The system of Claim 34, wMerein the user input 

2 specifying the quorum by indicating that the user desires 

3 to wait for at least one user to eAther join or be 

4 waiting to join the meet-me conference call prior to the 

5 user joining the conference call/further includes: 

6 user input specifying that/the MC-CMA notifies a 

7 Terminal-CCMA (Conference Call Manager 

8 Application program /co-resident with a 

9 terminal) upon detection of at least one 

10 designated user joining or being available to 

11 join a meet-me conference call. 

1 37. The system of Cla'im 34, wherein said means for 

/ 

2 sending a message containing the user input to a 

3 Conference Manager Applica^tion (CMA) further comprises: 

4 means for sending a message over a Call Optimization 

5 Application (COA) channel. 

1 38. The system of Claim 37, wherein said means for 

2 sending a message over a /Call Optimization (COA) channel 

3 further includes: / 

4 means for establishing an Internet Protocol channel. 

1 39. The system of^ Claim 22, further comprising: 

2 means for originating a media transport channel from 

3 the user's t^Lrminal in response to a message 

4 indicating that the quorum has been 

5 established/. 

1 40. The system/of Claim 22, further comprising: 

2 means for presenting notification that the quoriim 

3 associated with the meet-me conference call has 

4 been established via at least one device 

5 selected from the group comprising an audio 

6 device and a visual device proximate to the 
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41. The system of Claim 40, further comprising: 
means for originating a media transport channel from 
the user's termina!l/ in response to user input. 
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42. The system of Clain/ 22, further comprising: 
presenting notification^ that the quorum associated 
with the meet-me /conference call has been 
established via /at least messaging service 
selected from Jthe group comprising a paging 
messaging service, and an instant messaging 
service. / 
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1 ^^^^^^^^^ A program product comprising: 

2 signal bearing media bearyLng programming adapted to 

3 present an option to specify a quoriim 

4 associated with a yineet-me conference call, in 

5 response to user /input to an application 

6 program co-resiaent with a terminal. 

1 44. The program pyoduct of Claim 43, wherein said 

2 signal bearing media is selected from the group 

3 comprising transmission media, and recordable media. 
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1 ^^(^#5>^ A method for adding a participant to a meet-me 

2 conference cail, said method comprising: 

3 querying a multipoint controller as to participants 

4 in orVusers waiting to join a meet-me 

5 conference call; and 

6 sending a message containing the results of said 

7 querying Vto at least one Terminal-CCMA . 

1 46. The methodXof Claim 45, wherein said querying 

2 is in response to receiving a first message, from a 

3 Terminal-CCMA ( Client K^onfer^ence Manager Application co- 

4 resident with a teitoii^i ) that a user desires or is 

5 available to join aVVeetVine conference call 

1 47. The method oA^Clai^ 45, wherein the results of 

2 said querying compriseat ]^east one indicator selected 

3 from the group comprising aA indicator that no user is 

4 participating in the conference call, an indicator that 

5 no user is waiting to join the^ conference call, an 

6 indicator of an identity of at\least one participating in 

7 the conference call, and an indicator of an identity of 

8 at least one user waiting to join a conference call. 

1 48. The method of Claim 45, vEurther comprising: 

2 querying the multipoint controller as to whether at 

3 least specific one user is either participating 

4 in or waiting to join the oconference call, in 

5 response to receiving a sec®nd message from the 

6 Terminal-CCMA that the user (desires to join a 

7 meet-me conference call when the at least one 

8 specific user is either partiaipating in or 

9 waiting to join the conf erence\call . 
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49 . The method of ciaim 48 wherein said sending a 
message containing the results of said querying to at 
least one Terminal-CCMA further comprises: 

sending a message, to the querying Terminal-CCMA, 



containing notif:. 
specific user is 
waiting to join t; 
response to said 



in or waiting to 



cation that the at least one 
either participating in or 
he conference call, in 
querying showing that the at 



least one specific user is either participating 



join the conference caTl 



50. The method of Claim 45 wherein said sending a 
message containing the results of said querying to at 
least one Terminal-CCMA further comprises: 

sending the message to a virtual presence specified 
by a user. 



1 51. The method of (5vMim>\50, wherein the virtual 

2 presence further comprisefs^at \least one user-specified 

3 connection address selected from the group comprising a 

4 land-line telephone number, a ^ireless telephone number, 

5 and a network address. 

1 52. The method of Claim 50\, wherein the virtual 

2 presence further comprises at least one user-specified 

3 non-media- transport- channel -supporting connection address 

4 selected from the group comprising a network address, a 

5 wireless web address, and an instant messaging username. 



1 53 . The method of Claim 45 wherein said sending a 

2 message containing the results of satd querying to at 

3 least one Terminal-CCMA further comprises: 

4 sending a message containing notification that at 

5 least one specific user is either participating 
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in or waiting to jioin the conference call, in 
response to said q-ierying a multipoint 
controller as to participants in or users 
waiting to join a ]nee€^e conference call. 



54. The method of 
message containing the 




4 5 wherein said sending a 
s of said querying to at 



least one Terminal-CCMA f urt ler comprises: 

originating a media transport channel to the 

terminal having the at least one Terminal-CCMA. 
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1 A system for adding a participant to a meet-me 

2 conference call, said system/ comprising : 

3 means for querying a mujltipoint controller as to , 

4 participants in oJ users waiting to join a 

5 meet-me conference! call, in response to 

6 receiving a first message, from a Terminal-CCMA 

7 ( Client Conference Manager Application co- 

8 resident with a terminal) , that a user desires 

9 or is available to hoin a meet-me conference 

10 call; and I 

11 means for sending a message containing the results 

12 of said querying to \ at least one Terminal - 

13 CCMA. \ 

14 \ 

1 56. The system of Claim 55, wherein the results of 

\ 

2 said querying comprise at least lone indicator selected 

3 from the group comprising an indicator that no user is 

4 participating in the conference call, an indicator that 

5 no user is waiting to join the conference call, an 

6 indicator of an identity of at least one participating 

7 in the conference call, and an indicator of an identity 

8 of at least one user waiting to join a conference call. 

1 57. The system of Claim 55, further comprising: 

2 means for querying the multipoint controller as to 

3 whether at least specif icl one user is either 

4 participating in or waitimg to join the 

5 conference call, in response to receiving a 

6 second message from the Terminal-CCMA that the 

7 user desires to join a meejt-me conference call 

8 when the at least one specific user is either 
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participating 
conference ca!. 

58. The system of 
sending a message conta:. 
to at least one Terminal 

means for sending 
Terminal -CCMA 



participating 



in or waiting to join the 



Claim 57, wherein said mean for 
ning the results of said querying 
-CCMA further comprises: 
message, to the querying 
containing notification that the 



at least one sDecific user is either 



.n or waiting to join the 



conference call, in response to said querying 
showing that tne at least one specific user is 
either participating in or waiting to join the 



conference ca 

59. The system o 
message containing the 
least one Terminal -CCMA 

sending the message t 
by a user. 




55 wherein said sending a 

lilts of said querying to at 
er comprises: 
virtual presence specified 



60. The system of Claim 59, wherein the virtual 
presence further comprises at least one user-specified 
connection address selected :^rom the group comprising a 
land- line telephone number, ^ wireless telephone number, 
and a network address. 



1 61. The system of Claim! 59, wherein the virtual 

2 presence further comprises at \least one user-specified 

3 non-media- transport-channel- supporting connection address 

4 selected from the group comprising a network address, a 

5 wireless web address, and an instant messaging username. 
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62 . The system of Claim 5 5 wherein said means for 
sending a message containing the results of said querying 



to at least one Terminal-C 
means for sending a mfe 
that at least on^ 
participating' in 
conference call, 
multipoint contrc 
users waiting to 
call. 



2MA further comprises: 
ssage containing notification 

specific user is either 
or waiting to join the 
in response to said querying a 
ller as to participants in or 
join a meet-me conference 



63. The system of Claxm 55, wherein said means for 



LnJr 




sending a message containing the results of said querying 
to at least one Terminal-CCMA further comprises: 

means for originating al media transport channel to 
the terminal haying/ the at least one Terminal- 
CCMA. 

A program product cbmpri sing : 
signal bearing media be^i-ing programming adapted to 
query a multipoint dontroller as to 
participants in or users waiting to join a 
meet-me conference call, in response to 
receiving a first message, from a Terminal-CCMA 
( Client Conference Manager Application co- 
resident with a terminal) , that a user desires 
or is available to join a meet-me conference 
call; and programming apapted to send a message 
containing the results qf said qiaerying to at 
least one Terminal-CCMA. 



1 65. The program product of Claim 64, wherein said 

2 signal bearing media is selected frd^m the group 

3 comprising transmission media and recordable media, 
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A system comprising: 



a Conference Call Manager Application co-resident 
with a terminal (Terminal-CCMA) ; and 
"ising elect: 



said terminal compr: 

selected from the 
circuitry having 
electrical circui 



:rical circuitry 
group comprising electrical 
at least one discrete 
t, electrical circuitry having 



circuitry having 



circuitry forming 



at least one integrated circuit, electrical 



at least one application 



specific integrated circuit, electrical 



a general purpose computing 



device conf iguratlle by a computer program, 
electrical pircuijtry forming a memory device, 

cuitry forming a 




(Vice . 



and electri 
communicatio: 

67. The system of jj^ailiri 66, wherein said Conference 
Call Manager ApplicatiojA cd-resident with a terminal 
(Terminal-CCMA) further comprises: 



a token processor. 



\ 



1 68. The system of Claiml66, wherein said Conference 

2 Call Manager Application co-resident with a terminal 

3 (Terminal-CCMA) further comprii^es: 

4 a token generator. 
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A system compiising: 
a Multipoint Controller-Call Manager Application 
(MC-CMA) proximate to a conferencing engine; 
and 

said conferencing engine comprising electrical 

circuitry selected from the group comprising 
electrical circuitry having at least one 
discrete electrical circuit, electrical 
circuitry having at least one integrated 

rical circuitry having at least 



circuit, elect 
one appli^atic 
electrica 
computing d 
program, el 
device, and 
communicati 



n specific integrated circuit, 
rcuitiry forming a general purpose 
configurable by a computer 
cal circuitry forming a memory 

ical circuitry forming a 
evice . 



1 70. The system of Clkim 69, wherein said Multipoint 

2 Controller-Call Manager Application (MC-CMA) proximate to 

3 a conferencing engine further includes: 

4 a token processor. 

1 71. The system of Clai^ 69, wherein said Multipoint 

2 Controller-Call Manager Application (MC-CMA) proximate to 

3 a conferencing engine f urther \includes : 

4 a token generator . 
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